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  This last year was one of change and challenges, for both our nation as it 
battled the COVID-19 pandemic that began in March of 2020, and for our 
Planning Department as there were several staffing changes.  Stacia-Fe Gillen 
joined the department as Community Development Administrator on January 21, 
2020. Jim Lettiere started his role as Planning Director on March 9, 2020. COVID-
19 restrictions forced both Stacia-Fe and Taylor Pollicino to be laid off for the 
entire month of April, but they both returned to the office in May. Further 
restrictions included the locking of the Annex 1 Building, which meant that the 
Planning Department could only receive visitors by appointment only. 
Additionally, all PA DCED staff, including Huntingdon County’s DCED grant 
manager, transitioned to remote, work-from-home status. This year was also cause 
for celebration. In late December of 2020, Taylor welcomed the birth of her son, 
Decker, and began her maternity leave.  
 
  Despite these changes, the Planning Department was able to make 
significant progress in administering the CDBG program. Additionally, Stacia-Fe 
submitted the FY 2020 Application to DCED on October 28, 2020. Sarah Gulick, 
the DCED Grant Manager, reached out on January 7, 2021 to request very minor 
revisions, which were immediately addressed. Stacia-Fe expects the fully executed 
FY 2020 contract to be returned to us in March 2021. Projects included in FY 2019 
and FY 2020 will only be begun if older projects are in progress first.  
 
Following are the CDBG Activities completed in FY2020, and the status of open 
contracts.  
 
 
 



 

 

    Completed CDBG Activities: 
 
In 2020, four CDBG projects were completed.  
 

FY 2015 
Spruce Creek Blight Demolition  

This County project entailed the demolition of three blighted building, out 
structures, and a retaining wall located in Spruce Creek. The notice to proceed was 
issued on December 24, 2019. The certificate of substantial completion was issued 
on March 1, 2020.  The municipality has agreed to maintain the greenspace in 
perpetuity.  In total, $30,552 CDBG dollars were used for this project.  

 
 Before Spruce Creek Blight Demolition  

 
After Spruce Creek Blight Demolition  

 
 
 



 
 

 
FY 2015 & FY 2016 
Huntingdon Borough Curb Cuts  

This project entailed retrofitting existing curbs within Huntingdon Borough 
to be ADA compliant. In total, thirty-seven ADA Curb Cuts were completed.  The 
notice to proceed was given on February 28, 2020 and the certificate of substantial 
completion was issued on June 27, 2020. In total, $112,897 CDBG dollars were 
used for this project.  

 
Before:  Murray and 23rd Curb  

 
After: Murray and 23rd Curb Cut 

 
 
 



 
 

FY 2015 & FY 2016 (cont.) 
Mapleton Sidewalk Replacement  

This County project entailed removal and replacement of existing sidewalks 
on Church, Reservoir, and Hill Streets in Mapleton Borough. The notice to proceed 
was given on July 21, 2020 and the certificate of substantial completion was issued 
August 14, 2020. In total, $88,243.92 CDBG dollars were used for this project.  
 
 

  
Before: Mapleton Sidewalks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 After: Mapleton Sidewalks 



 
 

FY 2017 
Shirley Home Walk-In Cooler/Freezer Combo 
 This County project entailed adding a commercial grade walk-in 
Cooler/Freezer Combo to the existing Shirley Home for the Aged in Shirleysburg, 
PA (Shirley Township). This addition freed up space in the existing kitchen for 
meal prep for the elderly residents and also increased the facility’s capacity to store 
food for longer periods of time.  The notice to proceed was issued on July 28, 2020 
and construction concluded on November 2, 2020. In total, $81,267.70 CDBG 

dollars were used for this project.  
 
Before: Freezer/Cooler Location

After: Walk-In Cooler/Freezer Combo 



 
 

Ongoing CDBG Contracts & Activities: 
 

FY 2016 & FY 2017 
Huntingdon Borough Sidewalks Replacement 

This project entails replacing ten sidewalks of Low to Moderate Income 
homeowners within Huntingdon Borough.  The notice to proceed was issued on 
October 27, 2020. Construction is ongoing, with six sidewalks completed so far. 
This project will be substantially completed by February 28, 2021.  
 

 
 Before: Brick sidewalk impedes travel and is a hazard in the winter 

 
 After: Concrete Sidewalk has replaced brick 



 
 

 
 
Todd Township Municipal Building ADA Upgrades  

This County project entails changing the Todd Township Municipal 
Building to be ADA compliant. This includes rehabilitation of the exiting 
basement, replacing the existing door and doorway, and installing an ADA parking 
area. The notice to proceed was issued on December 22, 2020. Construction is 
ongoing, and will be substantially completed by March 22, 2021. 

 
Before: Non-accessible bathroom 

 

 Bathroom During Construction 1/13/21 

 
 



 
 

FY 2019 and FY 2012 Competitive  
PA Ave Linear Park Corridor Retaining Wall, Phase 2  

This County project entails replacing a structurally unsound retaining wall 
located in Mount Union Borough. This phase of the project leverages over $2.8 
million, including partial funding through FY 2012 Competitive CDBG funding 
and FY 2019 CDBG Entitlement funding. The notice to proceed was issued on 
July 27, 2020. In 2020, demolition and excavation of Wall 2, between Division and 
Jefferson Streets, was completed.  Construction is set to resume in March 2021. 
Wall 1 will be constructed and substantial completion will be obtained by July 24, 
2021 with all work to be completed by July 31, 2021.  

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Future CDBG Contracts & Activities: 

These are the projects we intend to start in 2021:  
 

FY 2017 
HB Habitat for Humanity Housing Rehab  
This project will be created through a Modification process of the existing 
Huntingdon Borough Huntingdon Area Habitat for Humanity project. The prior 
project was written to fund demolition of three properties that would later be built 
upon by Habitat for Humanity. No such properties now exist, so we will be 
modifying the activity to fund acquisition and rehabilitation of an existing house 
by Habitat for Humanity within Huntingdon Borough. Stacia-Fé intends to submit 
the modification in February to DCED for approval, with activities to begin in 
early summer 2021.  
 
HB 19th Street Repaving  
This project will be created through a Modification process of the existing 
Huntingdon Borough Sidewalks Activity. The sidewalks activity is over-funded, so 
leftover funds will be allocated to this new project. Huntingdon Borough identified 
that they would like to repave a section of 19th Street located west of Allegheny 
Street by utilizing CDBG funds. There are four homes along this street. Stacia-Fé 
is in the process of income surveying these four homes to determine if this is an 
eligible project. She intends to submit the modification in February along with the 
HB Habitat for Humanity Housing Rehab activity. She anticipates work could then 
begin in early summer 2021.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

19 S Jefferson Street Demolition 
This County project was newly created through a Modification process of the 
former Shade Gap Community Center Upgrade project, which was deleted due to 
inability to proceed. A two-story brick building in disrepair located at 19 South 
Jefferson Street has been chosen to utilize County Entitlement funds.  $52,500 in 
CDBG funds has been allocated to demolish and clear the property. As of January 
2021, CES Engineering is preparing the Environmental Review for this project. 
Demolition activities are slated to begin in April 2021, with activities to be 
completed no later than July 26, 2021.  
 
 

 
Before: 19 S Jefferson Street 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

FY 2018 
Pike Street Demolition 
This Smithfield Township project entails demolishing a vacant residential structure 
located at 913 Pike Street. This property has been abandoned since 2014 and was 
placed up for tax sale several times with no buyers. Several drug busts have taken 
place at the property over the years. Due to zoning regulations, a new home cannot 
be built on this property, so the property will be maintained as green space by the 
Township in perpetuity. As of January 2021, a three-year engineering agreement 
between Levine Engineering and the County on behalf of Smithfield Township is 
in the process of being executed. Once it is fully executed, the engineer will 
proceed with the Environmental Review. Demolition activities are expected to 
begin in late spring 2021, with work to be completed by mid-summer. Currently, 
$75,627 in CDBG funds is allocated towards this demolition; anticipated leftover 
funds will be revised for addition to the Township’s existing FY 2019 Levee 
Improvements project or the Township’s FY 2020 Housing Rehab project.  

 
 913 Pike Street structure to be demolished 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

FY 2018 (cont.)  
 
HB Housing Rehab  
This Huntingdon Borough project involves rehabilitating two to four single-family 
homes owned by Low-to-Moderate income families living in Huntingdon 
Borough. These homes must be brought fully up to code.  $96,948 in CDBG funds 
is currently allocated for this activity. This activity is expected to begin in late 
summer 2021. Construction work must be completed by April 1, 2022.  
 
Mapleton Reservoir Improvement Project  
This County project involves improvements to the existing Mapleton Reservoir to 
protect the Borough of Mapleton’s primary source of water. In July 2013, the PA 
DEP conducted a routine inspection of the dam and issued a violation per their 
inspection report. Addressing the findings includes rehabilitating the upstream face 
of the batter wall of the impoundment, removing encroaching vegetation, using a 
reinforced Shotcrete mix to coat the bottom of the reservoir where damage and 
seepage has occurred, and replacing the gate valve on the impoundment. $52,358 
in CDBG funds as well as $19,167 in local match have been allocated towards this 
activity, with a total budget of $71,525. Constructions is expected to begin in late 
summer 2021. Construction work must be completed by April 1, 2022.  
 
MUMA West Water Street Waterline Replacement  
This County project on behalf of the Mount Union Municipal Authority involves 
replacing approximately 300’ of corroded cast iron pipe with a 4’’ ductile iron 
waterline beginning at the intersection of West Water Street and North Washington 
Street and ending at a cul-de-sac in Mount Union. A blow-off hydrant at the end of 
the line will also be installed. Currently, the corroded pipe only allows for a ½’’ of 
the diameter for water flow, resulting in diminished water flow and pressure for the 
eight residences who are impacted. $60,000 in CDBG funds as well as $18,500 in 
local match are allocated to this project with a total budget of $78,500. 
Construction is expected to begin in mid-summer 2021. Construction work must be 
completed by April 1, 2022. 
 
MUMA Hill Valley Sewer Improvement Project  
This County project involves addressing issues within Mount Union sewer lines. In 
2017, Mount Union Municipal Authority (MUMA), with assistance from the PA 
Rural Water Association, visually inspected manholes, video inspected, and smoke 
tested the sewer lines. This activity will reconstruct and rehabilitate the existing 
lines and manholes in the Hill Valley area portion of Shirley Township. $87,000 in 
CDBG funds, as well as $13,126 of local match has been committed to this project, 
for a total budget of $100,126. Construction is expected to begin in mid-summer 
2021. Construction work must be completed by April 1, 2022.  


