
 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
The Department assists municipalities and non-profit organizations in meeting community development needs by 

applying for and administering various State and Federal grants, including the Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) Entitlement Program as well acting as the responsible entity for environmental reviews. 
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GRANT ADMINISTRATION 

2022 was a year of growth and development for the 

Huntingdon County Planning and Development 

Department.  Since July, two positions were filled; the 

Community Development Administrator by Jen Bellis 

and the Assistant Community Development 

Administrator by Jayme Reck. There have been many 

opportunities for training and new approaches.  While 

both ladies have been learning the CDBG program 

from veterans Laurie Nearhood and James Lettiere, 

there are roles and responsibilities being defined and a 

confidence and eagerness to adapt new ideas to the 

office and program that will create new outlooks and 

develop new processes for smooth operations in the 

future. 

While still in premature stages of training, Jen and 

Jayme have strived to make sure projects that were 

already begun continued to progress and be executed 

to the standards set forth by DCED, who we have 

relied on heavily to answer questions, explore 

possibilities and clarify procedures previously in place.  

They have also developed better working relationships 

with the two entitlement communities we work on 

behalf of (obo); Huntingdon Borough and Smithfield 

Township. Jen and Jayme were instrumental in 

updating and executing new policies regarding 

procurement, housing rehabilitation guidelines, and a 

newly created Language Access Plan (LAP). While 

they are learning and continuing to explore their roles, 

they are excited to be a part of the department and 

look forward to the many funding and planning 

opportunities they are able to provide for the county. 

Planning Department staff look forward to meeting 

and exceeding expectations of all our municipalities 

with our open communication, reliability, 

professionalism and accountability.  Following are 

descriptions of the CDBG projects that were completed 

in 2022, as well as  ongoing and  recently  begun 

activities. 

FY 2018 

MUMA West Water 

Street Waterline  

Replacement 

This County project 

assisted the Mount 

U n i o n  M u n i c i p a l 

Authority (MUMA) with 

replacement of  approximately 300’ of corroded cast 

iron pipe with a 4” ductile iron waterline beginning at 

the intersection of West Water Street and North 

Washington Street and ending at a cul-de-sac in 

Mount Union.  A blow-off hydrant at the end of the line 

was also installed.  Formerly, the corroded pipe only 

allowed for a 1/2” of the diameter for water flow, 

resulting in diminished water flow and pressure to the 

eight impacted residences.  $60,000 in FY 2018 CDBG 

funds were allocated to this project; MUMA 

contributed $18,500 in local match for  engineering 

costs and the remaining project funds.  The Notice of 

Award was issued to Antares Site Work, LLC for 

$91,343 on October 12, 2021.  Substantial Completion 

was issued on December 2, 2021.  Change Order #1, 

issued December 21, 2021, reduced original contract 

price from $91,343 to $75,400.50 due to final 

adjustment of quantities.  The project timeline was 

extended until March 30, 2022 to allow for the 

restoration and seeding in the spring.  All construction 

and engineering funds for this project were expended 

as of June 9, 2022. 

 

MUMA Hill Valley Sewer Improvement Project 

This County project involved addressing issues within 

sewer lines.  In 2017, the Mount Union Municipal 

Authority (MUMA), with assistance from the PA Rural 

Water Association, visually inspected manholes and 

video inspected and smoke tested sewer lines. This 

activity reconstructed and rehabilitated existing lines 

and manholes in the Hill 

Valley area of Shirley 

Township.  $87,000 in FY 

2018 CDBG funds were 

allocated to this project.  

MUMA contr ibuted 

$13,126 of local match for 

engineering and the 

remaining construction 

balance.  The Notice of 

Award was issued to Guyer Brothers, Inc. for $112,112 

on October 19, 2021.  The Notice to Proceed was issued 

on November 9, 2021.  Due to material delays, 

construction did not begin until January 11, 2022.  

Substantial Completion was issued May 12, 2022.  

Three Change Orders increased the final contract 

project cost to $115,476.50.  All funds were expended 

as of June 9, 2022. 

obo Smithfield Twp Spot Blight (913 Pike Street 

Demolition) 

This Smithfield Township project entailed the 

demolition of a vacant residential structure located  at 
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913 Pike Street, Huntingdon, PA.  This property had 

been abandoned since 2014 and was placed for tax sale 

several times with no buyers.  Several drug busts took 

place at the property over the years.  Due to zoning 

regulations, a new home could not be built on this 

property, so the property will be maintained as green 

space by the Township in perpetuity.  The Notice of 

Award was issued on June 29, 2021 to Antares Site 

Work, LLC for $28,337.00.  The Notice to Proceed was 

issued on July 13, 2021.  The Certificate of Substantial 

Completion was issued on December 12, 2021.  

$40,850.38 of the $75,627 allocated in CDBG funds 

were used for this project.  The final payment was 

processed after the grass was seeded and growing.  All 

construction and engineering funds were expended as 

of July 8, 2022.  A revision to add the $34,776.62 

balance of these funds to the Township’s existing FY 

2019 Levee Improvements project was submitted to 

DCED on May 25, 2022.  DCED approved the revision 

on June 2, 2022. 

 

Mapleton Reservoir Improvement Project 

This County project involved improvements to the 

existing Mapleton reservoir to protect the Borough of 

Mapleton’s primary source of drinking water.  In July 

2013, the PA DEP conducted a routine inspection of 

the dam and issued a violation per their inspection 

report.  Addressing the findings included 

rehabilitating the upstream face of the batter wall of 

the impoundment, removing encroaching vegetation,  

and using a reinforced Shotcrete mix to coat the 

bottom of the reservoir where damage and seepage had 

occurred. $52,358 in CDBG funds as well as $19,167 in 

the local match were allocated towards this activity, 

for a total budget of $71,525.  On July 7, 2022, DEP 

stated a Dam Safety Permit was not required.  Instead 

a letter of authorization was all that was needed.  That 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (cont…) 

letter was received July 8, 2022.  As the formal  deadline 

for construction was April 1, 2022, an extension was 

applied  for in late February 2022 so the project could 

proceed.  That extension until August 31, 2022 was 

approved by DCED on April 28, 2022.  Another 

extension, approved on August 16, 2022, granted a new 

deadline until January 31, 2023.  The Invitation to Bid 

was published in The Daily News on August 5 and 

August 11, 2022.  One bid, from Graciano Corporation 

for $107,500, was submitted.  A change order was issued 

to modify the scope of the project with Mapleton 

handling the draining of the reservoir along with other 

minor modifications resulting in a decrease of the bid 

amount to $60,250.  Work began on November 7, 2022 

and was completed that same week.  The project was 

closed after final payment was made in December 2022. 

obo Huntingdon Borough 912 Washington St. 

Rehab 

This project was created through a modification (to add 

the activity to FY 2017) and then a revision (to switch it 

to FY 2018) when there were unforeseen delays.  This 

project funded the acquisition and rehabilitation of 912 

Washington Street.  This three-bedroom house was 

completely rehabilitated and brought up to code by 

Huntingdon Area Habitat for Humanity. An extension 

request was filed October 5, 2022 as there were 

justifications for the additional time needed due to the 

delays early on, but significant progress was made and 

the estimated move in date was March 1, 2023.  

However, with extra man-hours by both the new 

resident and the volunteers, the house was completed 

and the LMI Habitat-approved family moved in mid-

December 2022.  The project was  completed after final 

payment was made in December 2022. 

 

FY 2020-HB CV 

obo Huntingdon Borough Portstown Park 

Enhancements (previously COVID-19 Prevention 

and Housing/Utility Assistance) 

 

On August 4, 2022, we received the contract and activity 

extensions for both the Huntingdon County and obo 

Huntingdon Borough CDBG-CV funding.  Since no 

applications were received for assistance from any 

residents of the Borough, we began to discuss  eligible 
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options to utilize these funds.  With the help of 

Huntingdon Borough 

officials, we chose 

e n h a n c e m e n t s  t o 

Portstown Park - since 

outdoor park equipment 

was the least time 

consuming and best 

allocation of these funds.  

A contract modification 

for this project change 

was submitted to and 

approved by DCED.  

A large new piece of 

playground equipment 

for young children will 

be added to the existing 

structures on site to 

create an even more sought after outdoor activity 

location.  In addition, adult outdoor fitness equipment, 

the first-of-its-kind in Huntingdon Borough, will be 

featured.  This project includes multiple pieces of 

equipment to promote a healthy lifestyle for all ages in 

our community.  Construction will begin in spring 2023 

and will be completed by Borough employees. 

ONGOING CDBG CONTRACTS & ACTIVITES 

FY 2018, FY 2019 & FY 2020 

obo Huntingdon Borough Town Clock 

Revitalization 

This activity involves repair and restoration (historical 

preservation) of the town clock located at 508 Mifflin 

Street, Huntingdon, PA.  This project is very involved 

and includes repair of the Seth Thomas Time and 

S t r i k e  t o w e r  c l o c k 

movement; restoration of 

the dials; repair of the bell 

floor, bell cribbing, tolling 

whee l ,  and  hammer 

assembly; installation of 

appropriate dial lighting; 

and physical structure 

repairs to eliminate existing 

water infiltration.   

 

Seiler & Drury Architecture, 

PC designed the project, 

which required approval 

from Huntingdon Borough 

as well as the Huntingdon 

Presbyterian Church, as it changes the design of the 

front entryway to the church and requires annual 

maintenance of the timepiece. Seiler and Drury 

selected Balzer-Family Clockworks from Freeport, 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (cont…) 

Maine as the restoration entity.  The Balzer family 

traveled to Huntingdon for on-site inspection prior to 

commitment to establish a plan and proposal for the 

restorative efforts.  Once their proposal was approved by 

all stakeholders, they returned to Huntingdon and 

removed the clock movement, beveled gears and the bell 

hammer. This project is currently multi-year funded 

with a total of $282,443.86 in funding from CDBG, 

Huntingdon Landmarks and the Huntingdon 

Presbyterian Church. It is anticipated the clock 

movement pieces will be available for public viewing 

within the entryways to the church by April 1, 2024.   

 

FY 2018 & FY 2019  

obo Smithfield Township Flood Levee 

Improvements 

This activity involves efforts to maintain certification of 

Smithfield Township’s levee and to ensure that flooding 

risks are minimized in the community.  An internal 

closed circuit television inspection of the existing levee 

culverts was conducted. An Invitation to Bid was 

published July 9 and 15, 2022.  Two bids were received.  

The project was awarded to State Pipe Services, Inc. for 

a total amount of $79,000.  Work began late December 

2022 and is approximately 70% completed 

 

FY 2020  

 

 

Pump Station #2 Upgrades 

This County project was submitted by the Shade Gap 

Area Joint Municipal Authority (SGAJMA) and involves 

various improvements to their existing pump station 

(Pump Station #2) located at the intersection of Main 

Street and Croghan Pike in Dublin Township.  The 

pump station currently serves residential users along 

Main Street in Dublin Township and a convenience 

store adjacent to the facility.  Originally constructed in 

1994, deterioration of the pump station has progressed 

to the point where measures need to be taken in the 

near future to prevent failure of the pump station.  A 

total failure of this pump station would affect all 

residents that are connected and potentially result in a 

raw sewage discharge event.   

 

The project scope primarily involves the replacement of 

both pumps with new duplex submersible  pumps.  The 

pumps will be controlled by Variable Frequency Drives 



 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (cont…) 

(VFDs) to improve overall energy efficiency rather 

than mechanical devices.  The VFDs can regulate flow 

by adjusting the motor and/or pump speed.  The pump 

controls also require replacement and will include both 

alarming and flow monitoring capabilities, permitting 

SGAJMA staff to remotely monitor the pump station’s 

daily operations.  This alarming will allow staff to 

react to a failure and limit the potential for 

surcharging events.  The valve vault will be replaced 

and new mechanicals will be installed.  The new valve 

vault will house a magnetic flow meter, check valves, 

plug valves, and an air release valve.  Reconstructing 

the valve vault will limit pump station downtime and 

the requirement for bypass pumping.   

 

This activity is currently funded with $204,358 in 

CDBG FY 2020 funds. SEDA-COG began the 

environmental review for this project on July 8, 2022.  

Once clearance was received on November 4, 2022, a 

sub-recipient agreement between Huntingdon County 

and the SGAJMA was approved on November 15, 

2022.  The project construction deadline is March 29, 

2024.  Bidding is expected to be completed by March 7, 

2023 with construction to begin shortly thereafter. 

 

FY 2020  CDBG-HC CV 

Diven Park 

After bid issues in the spring of 2022 and uncertainty 

that an extension request would be granted by DCED, 

an extension was granted on August 4, 2022; and the 

project was re-energized.  We published the Invitation 

to Bid on August 10, 12 and 16, 2022 and received two 

bids. The selected bidder was Glenn O. Hawbaker  

with a bid of $255,595. A Change Order was 

immediately requested to modify the scope of the work 

to fit the budgeted amount allowable for this project.  

This change in scope involved elimination of paving of a 

parking lot, but retained resurfacing of the tennis courts 

and new fencing.  The Notice to Proceed was issued on 

November 29, 2022 with construction anticipated to begin 

in the spring of 2023, once the weather is more 

predictable.  Completion is expected mid-May 2023. 

 

FY 2020  & 2021 

obo Smithfield Township Housing Rehabilitation 

On October 25, 2022 a public announcement flyer was 

sent from our office to all residential addresses  within 

Smithfield Township.  This flyer outlined the single-

family housing rehabilitation program, defined the 

income restrictions and provided examples of eligible 

projects.  Residents immediately began calling with 

inquiries and a list was created.   

 

An agreement with SEDA-COG was approved on 

December 30, 2022 for SEDA-COG to administer this 

program. A Tier 1 environmental review has been 

completed and additional clearances will be designated 

once addresses have been finalized.  Interested 

participants have been narrowed to two households 

who appear  to meet the qualifications and who have 

expressed safety concerns within their homes. 
 

 

9 



 

 

Planning and Community Development Grant Summary 

10 

MISCELLANEOUS GRANTS 

Amount FY 2020 CDBG-CV (CARES Act)  

HC COVID-19 Prevention and Housing/Utility Assistance—completed November 2022 $5,599.81 

Diven Park Improvements—starting spring 2023 148,150.19 

Huntingdon Borough Portstown Park Enhancements—starting spring 2023 60,100.00 

Total $213,850.00 

ENTITLEMENT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS  

FY 2018 Amount 

Mount Union Area Municipal Authority - Hill Valley Sewer Improvements Project—completed May 

2022 
$87,000.00 

Mount Union Area Municipal Authority - West Water Street Waterline Replacement—completed 

December 2021 
60,000.00 

Mapleton Reservoir Improvement Project—completed November 2022 52,358.00 

912 Washington Street Rehabilitation—completed December 2022 96,948.00 

Smithfield Township Spot Blight (913 Pike Street)—completed December 2021 40,850.38 

Huntingdon Borough Town Clock Revitalization—started December 2022 160,418.86 

Smithfield Township Flood Levee Improvements—started December 2022 34,776.62 

Total $532,351.86 

  

FY 2019 Amount 

Mount Union Pennsylvania Avenue Linear Park Corridor Retaining Wall Phase 2—completed July 2021 $200,486.00 

Huntingdon Borough Town Clock Revitalization—started December 2022 99,552.00 

Smithfield Township Flood Levee Improvements—started December 2022 77,239.00 

Total $377,277.00 

  

FY 2020 Amount 

Pump Station #2 Upgrades—bid opening scheduled for March 2023 $204,358.00 

Huntingdon Borough Town Clock Revitalization—started December 2022 22,473.00 

Huntingdon Borough 6th Street Parking Lot Rehabilitation—project design started January 2023 79,836.00 

Smithfield Township Housing Rehabilitation—outreach started October 2022; intake underway 78,945.00 

Total $385,612.00 

  

FY 2021 Amount 

Pennsylvania Ave Restoration—activity pending $206,680.00 

Huntingdon Borough 6th Street Parking Lot Rehabilitation—project design started January 2023 103,964.00 

Smithfield Township Housing Rehabilitation—outreach started October 2022; intake underway 79,970.00 

  

Total $390,614.00 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (cont…) 


