
 

 

MUNICIPAL AND AGENCY PARTNERSHIPS 

INDIVIDUAL MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE 

Department staff worked directly with the following 

municipalities in 2021: 

Alexandria Borough and Porter Township 

Staff participated in several meetings with Alexandria 

Borough and Porter Township officials, staff of the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District (USACE), 

and a representative from Gannett Fleming, Inc. to 

review and discuss the draft flood mitigation study for 

the Juniata River and determine the best mitigation 

options for the study’s focus.   

The purpose of the Porter Township Flood Mitigation 

Study is to provide assistance in completing a flood 

mitigation to update the existing flood modeling and 

flood hazard mapping, assess the damages associated 

with floods of different recurrence and intervals and 

develop alternatives for both riverine and stormwater 

flooding.  The approximate cost of this study funded by 

the USACE is $150,000.00. 

Huntingdon Borough 

Staff attended meetings with Borough staff and Council 

to discuss current and future entitlement CDBG 

projects.   

Staff participated in meetings with Huntingdon 

Borough officials and USACE Baltimore District staff to 

discuss the Muddy Run floodplain mapping project.  

This flood mapping project is to provide assistance in 

completing revised floodplain mapping for Muddy Run 

in the Borough of Huntingdon to accurately depict the 

flood risk based upon present day hydrologic and 

hydraulic conditions. The approximate cost for this 

study funded by the USACE is $70,000.00. 

Staff also facilitated outreach to USACE Baltimore 

District staff to investigate the possibility of funding for 

a study of East Penn Street in Huntingdon Borough. 

The study’s primary purpose is to develop flood 

mitigation measures that would reduce or eliminate 

flooding along East Penn Street. The reduction or 

elimination of this flooding problem would allow access 

for emergency vehicles and mitigate flood damage to 

several privately owned businesses along this street.  In 

February 2022, the USACE notified the Planning 

Director the project was funded in the amount of 

$84,000.00 to complete the study.   

With the approval of the Huntingdon County Commissioners, the Planning and Development Department may 

provide assistance to municipalities and agencies upon request.  Such requests typically involve development of 

subdivision, zoning, and building permit ordinances; preparation and administration of grant applications; 

requests for proposals for professional services and various planning studies. 
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Mount Union Borough 

Staff participated in meetings and conference calls with 

Borough staff, Borough Council, Borough Solicitor and 

the Engineer of record to coordinate the construction 

and financial administration of the Pennsylvania 

Avenue Linear Park Retaining Wall project.  

Smithfield Township 

Staff attended meetings with Township staff and 

Supervisors to discuss current and future entitlement 

CDBG projects.  

 ACT 13 LEGACY FUND 

One provision of Act 13 that directly impacts 

Huntingdon County is the establishment of a Legacy 

Fund (Section 2315(a.1)(5)), which allows each county 

in the commonwealth to receive a share of the 

Marcellus Shale drilling impact fee based upon county 

population.   

These funds are intended for “the planning, acquisition, 

development, rehabilitation and repair of greenways, 

recreational trails, open space, natural areas, 

community conservation and beautification projects, 

c o m m u n i t y  a n d 

heritage parks and 

w a t e r  r e s o u r c e 

management. Funds 

may be used to acquire 

lands for recreational 

o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n 

purposes and land 

damaged or prone to 

drainage by storms or 

flooding.”   

Since September 3, 

2013, the Huntingdon County Commissioners have 

made a total of $30,000.00 available each year, with a 

maximum award of $10,000.00 per project.  Six percent 

of each award is retained for administrative expenses.   

On May 20, 2021, the Huntingdon County Planning 

Commission reviewed seven applications for Act 13 

funding totaling $60,023.85. The Planning 

Commission’s award recommendations were forwarded 

to the Huntingdon County Commissioners, who 

awarded a total of $29,000.00 to three projects on May 

25, 2021.  

New Bleachers, Wood Township 
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JUNIATA RIVER BLUEPRINT COMMUNITIES 

(JRBC) UPDATE 

The JRBC adopted a five-year strategy based on 

comprehensive input from several public meetings 

held throughout the Mapleton, Mount Union, and 

Shirley Township area.  Due to such a wide array of 

needs and ideas presented, the five-year strategy was 

bold and wide-reaching.   

During 2020, the JRBC received an anchor grant 

through the Federal Home Loan Bank.  This grant 

was earmarked for the Pennsylvania Municipal 

Planning Education Institute (PMPEI) Course in 

Community Planning, which was to be offered to 

interested municipal official countywide.  Due to 

COVID-19 restrictions all in-person PMPEI 

instruction was discontinued in 2020, but resumed in 

September, 2021 after a decision was made by the 

PMPEI Board of Directors.  The JRBC-sponsored 

PMPEI Course in Community Planning was held in 

October and November 2021 at the Bricktown Events 

Performance and Event Center in Mount Union, PA. 

Kyle Bailey with the Pennsylvania Downtown Center 

was retained to assist with a perception survey of 

Mapleton Borough, Mount Union Borough and Shirley 

Township as part of a public visioning component for 

the JRBC. 

The grand opening for the Mount Union Area 

Community Garden, sponsored by the JRBC and 

funded, in part, with a Huntingdon County Act 13 

Legacy Fund grant award, was held on Saturday, July 

17th.   

The three 2021 Act 13 Legacy Fund awards included:   

 $10,000.00 toward upgrading tables at the 

swimming pool in Three Springs Borough; 

 $10,000.00 for a concrete boat ramp at Riverside 

Memorial Park in Mapleton Borough; and  

 $9,000.00 to replace bleachers at the J.A. Carney 

Field in Wood Township. 

Of the $232,945.53 in Act 13 Legacy Funds awarded 

for 29 eligible projects since 2013, a total of 

$161,046.89 was spent by the end of 2021 - 

$154,157.54 for project costs and $6,889.35 for 

program administration.  

$35,047.27 of the total funds awarded since 2013, have 

been reallocated because four projects were no longer 

viable and four projects did not utilize their entire 

award.   

Since 2013, the projects utilizing awarded Act 13 

Legacy funds are located in the following 

municipalities: Broad Top City, Cassville, Huntingdon, 

Mapleton, Mount Union, Shirleysburg and Three 

Springs Boroughs; and in Morris, Porter, Shirley, 

Smithfield, Tell, Walker and Wood Townships.   

The distribution of Act 13 funds summarized by 

category is detailed in the chart below: 
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2013 - 2020 Huntingdon County  
Distribution of Act 13 Legacy Funds 
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